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Two Child laborers...



About village Kadkol:

Kadkol is a village in Basavannabagewadi Taluka 
in Bijapur District. Basavannabagewadi is the birth 
place of famous saint Basavanna, who fought against 
the evil caste system in the medieval period. It is a 
centre of pilgrimage for Lingayat caste. In the vil-
lage of Kadkol, 400 families of Lingayats, 10 Mus-
lim families, 50 Baijentries, 1 family of Dhangars, 3 
families of Kauravis, 93 families of Holayas and 50 
families of Madigas live. This is the caste configura-
tion of the village Kadkol. In the entire Taluka of 
Basavannabagewadi, the untouchability is severely 
practiced in all its forms and colours. Many years 
the Scheduled caste people have been denied access 
to all the public places. However in the schools the 
untouchability is not practiced. 

Out of 93 families of Holayas, who belong to Sched-
uled Caste, 8 families have land holding and that 
is marginal (less than 2 acres). The land is rain fed. 
Out of this population of scheduled castes, there are 
3 graduates. One of them is working as a Police In-
spector and another one is working as a Bus conduc-
tor. The remaining graduate person is living in the 
village itself. The rest of the people belonging to the 
Scheduled Caste are agricultural landless laborers 
and 15 of them are bonded laborers. Out of these 15 
bonded laborers, 7 are child labourers. 

The bone of contention: 

Six months ago, due to lowered water level, the 
bore well in the Holayawadi (The locality of the 
Holayas), dried. The water was still available, but 
it was not potable. As a result the Holayas suffered 
from Measles and skin rashes. It was also leading to 
other health related problems. The Scheduled Caste, 
Holayas, approached the District Administration and 
the entire condition was narrated before the State 
Authorities. One of the activists declared that they 
are going to drink water from a public tank (Just like 
their leader, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, who launched agita-
tion to get rights of drinking water from a public 
Tank). 

Anticipating the possibility of escalation of violence, 
the administration with the help of Police convened 
a meeting.  The DYSP belongs to Scheduled Caste. 
His name is Mr. Bellubhi. The caste Hindus con-
sented before the officials that they will not mind 
scheduled castes drink water from the public tank. 
On 27th July 2006, the Scheduled caste villagers 
started taking water from the public tank. In front of 
Police, the caste Hindu villagers did not resist. Once 
the Police left, the meeting of Panchayat was ar-
ranged. All the scheduled caste people were called to 
attend the meeting. They were asked to stick to their 
old practice of not taking water from the public tank. 

The socially boycotted scheduled castes in Ambedkar Community Cenre



The Scheduled castes, Madigas, agreed to stick to 
the old practice of not drinking water from the public 
tank. However, another scheduled caste, the Hola-
yas, declined to accept the diktat of the caste Hindus. 
This infuriated the caste Hindus and they declared 
war against the self respectful Holayas. As a result, 
the Holayas working on their farms were asked not 
to come to their work the other day. It was declared 
that whoever cooperates with the Scheduled castes, 
Holayas, will be fined with a penalty of Rs. 500. The 
caste Hindu village shopkeepers were told not to sell 
the Scheduled caste, Holayas, anything. The floor 
mill owners were asked not to grind their grains. 
Other services were also denied to them. 

The effects of social boycott: 

As a result of this social boycott, many people lost 
their daily wages, which they earned by working in 
the fields of caste Hindus. The daily wage is 2 kgs of 
Jowar a day. After monetisation, it will be over 1/3rd 
of a dollar a day. After this social boycott, the Sched-
uled castes working in the upper caste houses were 
thrown out. The scheduled caste villagers have to go 
to other villages to find the work. This resulted into 
the exploitation of their laborers. Their daily wage 
was even less than 1/4th of the dollar. They have to 
go to a shop that was located 4 kms away in another 
village, “Yalavar”. The shopkeeper also started tak-
ing the advantage and doubled the prices. 96 sched-
uled caste families lived under extreme economic 
pressure. The scheduled caste villagers have to bor-

row from their relatives in the nearby villages.

Bonded laborers

One of the Scheduled caste villagers, namely, Mu-
niappa Akkolkot (80), was a bonded laborer for over 
70 years (He was working with the caste Hindu fam-
ily since he was 7). When he was thrown out of his 
“job” after this social boycott, his “salary” was one 
bag of Jowar a year!! Shetappa Bamanjogi (12) was 
also working as a bonded laborer with one Mr. Sa-
hebgauda Kesuraya Gunnpur, who is the ex-Taluka 
Panchayata member. 

Atrocity

The caste Hindus boycotted the scheduled caste 
because they though that the water is polluted. The 
caste Hindus stopped drinking water from the public 
tank. However they started using the public tank for 
washing their animals, their clothes and for toilet 
purpose.  The scheduled caste people resisted this 
and they lodged a complaint to the Police. When the 
police arrived the caste Hindus denied the charge. 
The Police told the scheduled castes to guard the 
public tank on their own. Accordingly the scheduled 
caste people started guarding the tank on the shift 
basis. One Mr. Dinesh Kulur took his animals for 
washing to the tank. Chaiappa, who was guarding, 
opposed him. Chaiappa was beaten up by Dileep 
Kolur. A complaint was launched under Prevention 
of Atrocities Act, but he was not arrested till some 
activists intervened. 



The rule of law

The scheduled caste villagers brought everything in 
the notice of District administration of Bijapur and 
also of sitting MLA, Shivaputra Desai of BJP. They 
could not stop the caste Hindus from committing 
these atrocities. The caste Hindus used to threaten 
the scheduled castes villagers by reminding them 
of an incidence of violence that occurred in 1946 
in a village called “Sasanur”. In this village Sasa-
nur, 50 scheduled castes belonging to Holayas were 
burnt alive. Even today there is not a single Holaya 
in Sasanur village. Notably, Sasanur is just 20 kms 
away from Kadkol. 

Intervention of Gopinath

Gopinath started making intervention after 30th Oc-
tober 2006. The things started moving. The follow-
ing demands are placed:

- Rs. 2,00,000 as compensation and permanent reha-
bilitation for Muniappa, who was a bonded laborer 
for over 70 years
- Separate settlement for all the scheduled caste vil-
lagers
- Two child laborers are adopted
- Action against the caste Hindus and ex-Taluka Pan-
chayat member under POA Act

Gopinath and his team is going to collect the details 
of the villages in which untouchability (the practice 
of untouchability is legally abolished in the year 
1950) is practiced till date. 

On 13th November 2006, a dharna will be held 
and in this the Manusmriti will be burnt. It will be 
asserted that the Constitution of India is the law of 
land and not the Manusmriti. Those who oppose the 
constitution will be treated as traitors of the nation. 

The social boycott is still on….

Gopinath with boycotted villagers belonging to Scheduled caste


