Protest against Khairlanji Brutal Massacre (Bhandara)

In front of Indian Embassy at Tokyo, Japan




Memorandum
AMBEDKAR CENTER FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE

Voice of 250 million indigenous marginalized peoglalits/Untouchables) of South Asia
PO Box 2060, KINGSTON, PA, 18704, USA, Tel. (57®3#B85
Websitewww.ambedkar.neE-Mail: acjpintl@yahoo.com

Japan Chapter: Mahesh Wasnik, Anikesh Barmase thed #apan Representatives.

November 17 2006, Indian Embassy, Tokyo
To:
His Excellency Dr.Abdul Kalam, The President of IndiaNewDelhi
The Honourable Dr. Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India, NewDelhi
The Honourable Mr.Shivaraj Patil, Home Minster of India, NewDelhi

Re: Emergency Situation in India due to Caste-based Discrimination. Di¢gd are
killed, raped, and paraded naked, violating the Constitutional Laws! Angry Rlits
may follow the path of violence in frustration if administration does not hgd them.
NEEDS YOUR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION AND INTERVENTION!

With great disgust and shock, we like to bring to your attention two recent
shocking atrocities.

Oneis the case of gang rape, parading naked, and cold-blooded murder of 4
members of the Untouchable (Buddhist) family, Girl 19 College Student, mother 42, and
2 brothers (21 and 18) at village Khairlanji, Taluk-Mohadi, District-Bhandara,
Maharastra state on 2%eptember 2006 as per investigation of our special team of
professors and engineers. About 6pm .Caste Hindus mob of 300 people pulled victims
out of their house, paraded them naked, tried to force them to have sex with sister and
when the refused, they beat them to death, sister was gang raped and killed and so was
the mother. Father happened to be out of home otherwise he would have been killed.

THE REASON OF THE KILLING WAS TO TEACH A LESSON NOT TO BE
WITNESS TO THE BEATINGS OF ONE OF THEIR RELATIVE.

In that town there are only 3 families of Dalits and rest 100 families ate Ca
Hindus.All culprits are not in jail . Even the women of Caste Hindus were witness for
this rape, naked parade and killings. They were a part of promoting crimiraitdabey
were not arrested.

Secondcase is that of social boycott by the entire village caste Hindu lasdlord
because Untouchables dared to exercise their “Right to Water” and thus polieting t
public water tank. As reported by “The Hindu” Daily newspaper chCxtober 2006
and verified by our social workers team, 93 Scheduled Caste (SC) familiely, most
landless laborers, are at a starving level, including hundreds of children h&rCaste
Hindu Landlords (400 families) socially boycotted them ofi 27y 2006 because they
(SC) exercised their right to water from village tank due to shortage ef frain their
well. The Caste Hindu Landlords felt that their water supply got polluted as gier Ca
System and practice of Untouchability. The State police machinery faikedalve the
dispute and 300 plus children are starving. About 15 people found bonded laborers with



Caste Hindu landlords-7 of them were children. Landless Laborer get Rs. 15 on{80 Ce
US) per day. They are not paid even minimum wage..

The Dalits were also threatened that they may have the same fate agnDalit
village “Sasanur” in 1946 where 50 Dalits were BURNT ALIVE and now no Dalit
(Holayas sub-caste) are staying there. Sasanur is 20KM from there.

We also confirmed that during the election period these Dalits, being laradless, lare
not allowed to vote or they would lose their job..

Indian Constitution guarantees Equality, Liberty, fraternity and Sociatéusti
The practice of Untouchability is a Criminal Offence as per 1989 Schedulezt@ask
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act. And 995 Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes Rules (Prevention of Atrocities) .

Bonded Labour (System Abolition) Act 1976 makes it a criminal offence, and
Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act 1986 along with October 2006
amendment makes it a criminal offence to employ the children below 14 yeges of a

The practice of Untouchability is thriving in rural India even though it is a
criminal offence. It is practiced by majority Hindus against margiedlDalits.
India also has 40 million Bonded Labourers out of which 15 million children are working
in hazardous working conditions as per ILO and UNICEF reports.
South India also has Child Prostitution (Devadasi system) in which 6-7 yeatleld lit
girls are forced to marry stone god and at puberty raped by temple priesteattys
auctioned in the brothels of Bombay, later to die early with HIV/AIDS

India is also signatory to 6 United Nations fundamental rights Conventions shas

1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948,

2. International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination 1965

3. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 1976

4. Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 1979

5. Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment 1984.

6. Convention on the Right of the Child 1989.

In the case of gross human rights violations of Dalits in villages, their gigmé human
being is violated, caste system and Untouchability is practiced and thgimenjoof
equal rights is denied which is the violation of Civil and political rights, right terwa
has been denied and social, economic and cultural rights are violated, they aréoforce
starve, including children, thus depriving them of food which means Child rights are
violated, women have to suffer the inhuman and degrading treatment which is
discrimination against them as well as Torture, Inhuman treatment for sioft there

is a clear violation of all above stated Indian Acts as well as UN fundamighta
conventions. The situation would explode if timely intervention by your office, and
United Nations is not done.



Therefore, we want Indian Government to act immediately on following
recommendations.

1.

NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION should start continuing Huma

Rights Education for All on a long term basis with adequate funding “Aidhat

Eliminating the institutionalized thinking of High Caste and Low ste Mentality” As

per UNITED NATIONS RECOMMENDATIONS (refer Article 31, CERD Reptr
#CERD/C/304/Add.132-dated 17/09/96). This should have been started long back and
deliberate ignorance is the cause of practicing Caste System.

Commission on Scheduled Castes Report 2004 states that there are aB38raga5
thousand atrocity cases registered each year. Real figures would lelden

But only 33% are registered under Atrocity Act 1989. Out of that convictiaie is only
about 3% and that too with a slap on the finger.

THIS MUST CHANGE. THE LAW AND SOCIAL JUSTICE MUST PREVAIL.
Maximum deterrent punishment to the culprit is a must through miebiourts which
will expedite the justice within 3 month.

State must allocate 5 Acre land to each landless family from ite and if necessary
purchased lands. This should serve for all marginalized people of India.

India has 350 million people destitute whose income is less tharadallday as per
2006 UNICEF Report. A very small percent of technical people and businesgplp
are becoming filthy rich and more than 500 million do not have enough food.

ALL CHILDREN BELOW 14 MUST GET FULL FREE EDUCATION. Children in
child slavery must be freed, rehabilited and re-educate.

The recent amendment to make it a criminal offence to employctchiélow 14 is a step
in right direction but those in slavery must be released, rehabidithtand re-educated
so that they can lead the life with dignity. We are talking about 100 milliofdrien
deprived of their right to be a child. It is a great national burden. Témoner we do it,
the better India will look in the eyes of global civil society Nesary allocation of
funds and creating a machinery to handle it is required immediately.

Those who have benefitted with blood, sweat and tears of the Childnest be fined
with 5 Lakh per child and also put behind the bars. Those funds should be made
available for the future of that child who lost much of his childhood.

COMPONENT PLAN FUNDS ARE WASTED every year in all states liyedting it to
other departments at the last minutes. They should be used for &ron
Rehabilitation of the Marginalized People of India.

Those funds must be fully utilized for the economic upliftmentldlits and the states
not following the order should be punished through revenue cut.

UNITED NATIONS treaty bodies recommendations must be fully impeated within
two years — CERD Report 2002, Committee on Human Rights 1997 and Committee on
Child Rights 2000



7. There is 200,000 backlog of cases filed under Atrocity Act. This is a total
failure to implement Indian Constitution.
IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT SPECIAL COURTS TO BE SET UP
IMMEDIATELY TO CLEAR THE BACKLOG WITHIN ONE YEAR.

8. Local, county, State and Central police, administration, and Judiciary needs to
be educated against Caste Bias as per Constitution and UN fundamental Rights
Instruments. Those fail to abide by it, need to be punished.

9. Private industry must accept Constitution of India as the supreme and
accordingly offer job reservation for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
like “Affirmative Action Program” in USA, UK, and CANADA etc
Immediately.

If these things are not done now as the need of the hour, we are afraid, that India
may force Dalits to start struggle in violent forms which will destabiliis great nation
for 2000 years of slavery was already enough and 50 years of independence has not
changed much. Civil war and destruction may be the tragic result of which wezade af
This has been already observed by Mr. RamVilas Paswan, the honorable Mirtiséer i
Centre through the substantial growth of Naxalites.

Present killings of Dalits in Khairlanji, Bhandara District, Mahanashhd
starving Dalits in Kadkol, Bijapur district, Karnataka have awakened alialmarch
for Justice no matter what price they have to pay as guided by our Saviour, Dr.
Ambedkar. The Guilty have to be fully punished within 3 months through special courts,
substantial compensation and protection to the survivors and human rights education to
the Nation as per UN recommendations are urgent matters. Hope you will impiement
Thanking you in anticipation.

Sincerely Yours,
Yogesh Varhade, President, ACJP & Mahesh Wasnik, Anikesh Barmase Co-ordinators,
ACJP JAPAN Chapter

THIS LETTER IS SUBMITTED ON BEHALF OF 15 Ambedkarite Dalits prese nt

here: 1) Mahesh Wasnik, 2) Anikesh Barmase, 3) Pravin Meshram, 4) Sachin Wankhede,
5) Shrikant Meshram, 6) Sushil Wankhede, 7) Sachin Khobragade 8) Sumant Waghmare,
9) Sweta Waghmare 10) Nilesh Patil 11) Riya Patil 12) Vishwajit Mesh&rAdmita
Meshram 14) Sandesh Wanjari 15) Subhakant Sethi.

AND MEMBERS WHO SUPPORTED BUT COULD NOT JOIN TODAY.

1) Milind Goudade 2) Shilpa Godghate 3) Shashikant Manwatkar 4) Rakesh Zade

5) Rahul Manohar 6) Umesh Dupare 7) Anand Patil 8) Rakesh Meshram 9) Abdul Ansari
10) John Paul Bhaskar 11) Mathew Joseph 12) Manish Khandelwal, 13) Shibu Varshage
14) Palanisamy Mahesh, 15) Mandiya Pavan



